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the men and women who have put themselves 
in harm’s way in service to their country. It is 
our duty to care for our veterans, and if we 
pass this legislation, we will fail miserably. 

We are faced today with a bill that fails to 
deliver to our veterans the funding they so 
desperately need. If we pass this bill, we will 
only be perpetuating the failure of the Presi-
dent’s severely lacking budget. Even though 
this bill would provide $1.7 billion more than 
the President’s request, it is still not nearly 
enough. Two wrongs do not make a right, and 
if we pass this legislation our veterans will be 
wronged yet again, by Congress as well as 
the Administration. 

The Republican leadership would have you 
believe that the Independent Budget submitted 
by the veterans themselves is bloated and 
overstates the funding needs for veterans pro-
grams. I reject this assertion completely and 
am horrified that the Republicans are alleging 
double-counting and padding of budget esti-
mates by respected veterans’ groups such as 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans, AMVETS, and Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America. 

As if these allegations were not enough, the 
Republican leadership is now touting this ane-
mic bill as a cause for celebration and criti-
cizing veterans for ‘‘complaining’’ when they 
fail to celebrate over a bill that is lacking over 
one billion in critically needed funds. The Re-
publicans have resorted to these tactics 
against veterans who fought to preserve the 
prosperity of this country—the prosperity in 
which veterans will not share if this bill is 
passed. These accusations are a slap in the 
face to our veterans and add insult to injury. 

As a strong supporter of our nation’s vet-
erans, I am forced today to vote against this 
bill due to its severe lack of funding for vet-
erans’ programs. Veterans groups agree that 
this bill falls short by at least $1.1 billion. In 
light of projected budget surpluses and an irre-
sponsible trillion dollar tax cut, it is especially 
disappointing to see the men and women who 
have served this country overlooked by those 
who would rather squander the surplus reck-
lessly than use it to secure the future of critical 
programs such as veterans benefits and So-
cial Security and reduction of our growing na-
tional debt. 

Our veterans are aging, and their medical 
needs are growing as a result. This bill, how-
ever, does not address those needs. The 
number of VA medical facilities has decreased 
almost 35% in the last ten years, but this bill 
fails to address the growing demand for VA 
services as a result of the increasing number 
of veterans over the age of 65. According to 
the Congressional Research Service, 36% of 
all veterans are over the age of 65, and that 
number is expected to increase exponentially 
over the next eight years. An aging veterans 
population will undoubtedly put a strain on our 
nation’s Veterans Health Services. At the cur-
rent pace of construction, we will not have the 
necessary facilities to meet veterans’ extended 
care needs. 

Faced with this reality, I am unable to vote 
for a bill that will short-change veterans by 
over a billion dollars while Republicans insist 
on robbing Social Security and sacrificing vet-
erans’ healthcare, in favor of squandering the 
surplus on fiscally irresponsible tax cuts. 
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Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the City of Palos Verdes 
Estates. Palos Verdes Estates is currently 
celebrating its 60th year as an incorporated 
city. Situated along the Pacific coastline, the 
City of Palos Verdes Estates is a spacious 
community that has changed little since its es-
tablishment. 

Incorporated December 20, 1939, Palos 
Verdes Estates is the oldest of the four cities 
on the Palos Verdes Peninsula. The land was 
first developed in the early 1920’s by Frank A. 
Vandelip, a wealthy New York City financier. 
Vanderlip envisioned a coastal community that 
preserved and highlighted its natural re-
sources, one that blended in with the sur-
rounding environment. He commissioned the 
Olmsted Brothers, the sons of Frederick Law 
Olmsted, Sr., who designed Central Park in 
New York City, to lay out and develop the 
community. 

The great care and pains that they took in 
designing the community are still apparent 
today. They set aside 28 percent of the land 
to be permanent open space. In today’s age 
of environmental awareness, the need for 
open space has become more prevalent. 
Vanderlip and the Olmsted Brothers recog-
nized the value of natural resources and had 
the foresight and vision to preserve the land 
for future generations to enjoy. 

Palos Verdes Estates has thrived over the 
last 60 years, and as we enter the 21st cen-
tury, Palos Verdes Estates will continue to be 
the unique, scenic community of the South 
Bay. I congratulate the City of Palos Verdes 
Estates and its residents on this milestone. 
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to bring the re-
markable life of Mrs. Min Matheson to the at-
tention of my colleagues. On September 24, 
the people of the Wyoming Valley will pay a 
long overdue tribute to Min, as a historical 
marker is dedicated to her on the Public 
Square in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. I am 
pleased and proud to join in this historic trib-
ute. 

One of eight children, Min Lurye was born 
in Chicago in 1909. Her father, a Jewish immi-
grant, was a cigar maker and a militant labor 
leader. Min grew up in a household of radical 
labor meetings, with her father organizing ral-
lies and strikes within the cigar industry. Max 
Lurye fought organized crime and big busi-
ness at the same time, once even having a 
confrontation with Al Capone. Min’s childhood 
occurred in an atmosphere of violence and 
fear in the labor movements as her father saw 

some of close friends killed for resisting mob 
control of the industry. Max’s legacy was con-
tinued by both his daughter Min and son Will, 
who also dedicated his life to labor causes. 

When she was nineteen, Min met and fell in 
love with Bill Matheson. Defying the conven-
tion of the time, they set up a household to-
gether without marrying. At Bill’s urging, Min 
traveled to New Jersey to help striking textile 
workers, but the strike was crushed after six 
months and Min was uncertain of her next 
move. They soon moved to New York City 
and began careers in the garment industry. 
Min worked in a dress factory until Bill accept-
ed a position in Pennsylvania with the Inter-
national Ladies’ Garment Workers Union 
(ILGWU). When they decided to have children, 
they married and Min stayed out of union af-
fairs for a time to raise her two small children. 

In 1944, the New York ILGWU asked Bill 
and Min to move to Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania, where dozens of small garment fac-
tories were sprouting up. Union officials asked 
Min and Bill ‘‘to clean up the mess down 
there,’’ and within a few years, Min was Gen-
eral Manager of the Wyoming Valley ILGWU 
and Bill was the Director of Education. 

During strikes, she walked the picket lines 
with the rank and file and stood her ground 
when confronted by factory bosses. Eventu-
ally, Min realized the press was a union’s best 
friend and regularly used radio shows to bring 
the union’s case to the attention of the public. 
She organized union blood drives and the 
union locals gave freely to the United Fund. 
The community began to accept and appre-
ciate the good works of the ILGWU. At one 
point, Min realized the union needed to be-
come more active in the political arena and 
began the strong relationship between labor 
and the Democratic Party in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania which still exists to this day. 

Mr. Speaker, Min and Bill Matheson were 
the parents of the garment industry workforce 
in Northeastern Pennsylvania. They organized 
it, fought for it, and gave it standing in the 
community. Seven hundred people turned out 
at a farewell salute after Min and Bill accepted 
a transfer to New York in 1963. 

Min and Bill chose to come back to the Wy-
oming Valley upon retirement. They moved 
back in 1972, a few months before the Sus-
quehanna river overflowed her banks, flooding 
the entire area and devastating the lives of 
tens of thousands of area residents. An orga-
nizer by birthright, Min immediately helped to 
organize the Flood Victims Action Council to 
speak for those devastated by the disaster. 
She brought her concerns and plight of the 
flood victims to the immediate attention of the 
federal government and worked closely with 
then-Congressman Dan Flood to insure relief 
for the thousands of displace residents. I am 
proud to have worked closely with Min on that 
effort, acting as legal counsel to the Flood Vic-
tims Action Council. Even in retirement, Min 
Matheson had found a way to better the lives 
of her neighbors in the Wyoming Valley. She 
continued to contribute her time and energy to 
our community until her death several years 
ago. Then-Wilkes-Barre City Councilman Joe 
Williams said it best: ‘‘There should be a stat-
ute of Min on Public Square for all that she 
has done for this Valley.’’ 
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